committee of the Council on Solar and Terrestrial Relationships provided a good example of what results could be obtained from these intermediate fields of knowledge. It was proposed to make the Committee a joint commission of the Unions of Astronomy, of Geodesy and Geophysics, of Radio Science and of Physics. New joint commissions and new Unions were in view.
There had been discussions with the Scientific Division ot U N E S C O on the possibility of co-operation within their respective fields, and a draft agreement would be submitted to the meeting and referred to U N E S C O for ratification later in the year. This new agreement would replace the one officially made in 1937 with the International Organization of Intellectual Co-operation of the League of Nations, with whom for a short time they had had very happy relations. The war ha<f cut right across their scheme for mutual assistance and the agreement had been terminated by notice from the Organization, which would cease to exist when U N E S C O came into being.
The Assembly would also be discussing problems arising from the impact of scientific research on the life of the community and also the ethical responsibility of the individual scientist. The President hoped that the result of their discussions would be to give this meeting an honourable place in the history of the International Council.
The opening session after the welcome by Sir Robert Robinson, President of the Royal Society, and the President's address, was devoted to a general discussion of the future development of the Council's activities and of the policy to be pursued. The general effectiveness of small Unions and of large Unions with specialized Sections or Associations was fully discussed; the President summed up the discussion by saying that the Unions existed to co-ordinate the activities of the scientific workers and that the problem of separation or union could be left to work itself out later.
The second session was devoted to the draft agreement with U N E S C O . As this has not yet been ratified by U N E S C O , full details cannot be given; it may be stated, however, that it involves recognition of the Unions and Council by U N E S C O (and of U N E S C O by the C ouncil); close consultative relations between the Council and U N E S C O , offers of help from U N E S C O to ease the administrative burden that now falls on the Secretaries of the Council and U n io n s; assistance both financial and other in getting scientific persons to conferences and symposia; and financial assistance in some of the major projects of the Unions.
A t the third session, reports were read from all the Unions indicating that they had already begun to restart their pre-war activities, so far as these had necessarily been dropped during recent years, or that they were to hold their initial post-war meetings as soon as proved practicable. O n the whole the reports sounded a more cheerful and hopeful note than had seemed likely in advance; despite the recent difficulties that the Unions had been facing, international co-operative work had continued wherever possible and much fresh work was in a prospect.
A resolution proposed by Professor Hadamard on the difficulties arising from the restrictions imposed by the exchange control on the free interchange of scientific publications was referred to the Executive Committee for discussion with U N E S C O .
Amendments of the Statutes followed. The more important changes were (i) the speeding up of the working of the Council by giving to the Executive Committee powers previously kept in the hands of the General Assembly, (2) an increase in the unit of subscrip tion from the adhering countries. This was needed to meet the increased activities called for on the part of the Executive Committeemore frequent meetings and reports.
The fourth session was devoted to the reports of two committees of the Council. Professor Abetti presented the Report of the C om mittee on Solar and Terrestrial Relationships: the Quarterly Bulletin of Solar Character numbers had now been published up to 1944. O f the present separate character numbers of the sun, only the sunspot number would be given in future Bulletins: details of solar eruptions would continue to be published and fresh solar data, especially coronal phenomena now made available by the pioneer work of Lyot.
Professor J. M. Burgers presented and summarized the Report of the Committee on Science and Social Relations. He explained that owing to the difficulties of communication and the short time available to gather in the material asked for by the Executive Com / mittee, there had been no time for discussion by the C.S.S.R . itself.
A vigorous discussion followed on resolutions submitted by the Committee and an additional resolution proposed by Professor A . V. Hill. Reference was made in the discussion to the remarks of the President of the Royal Society in his address to the Council at its opening meeting : his final passage may here be quoted :
' The prevailing spirit among scientists at the present time should surely be one of hope and optimism. Opportunity knocks at the door. We may well be at a critical point in history the turning of which cannot be accomplished without our assistance.
' This Council is in a unique position to focus our efforts to maximum intensity and that is why I have ventured to emphasize the necessity for circumspection and the dangers of an attitude of aloofness from the body politic.
' Wisely used, the most pervasive faith in the world, the religion of the pursuit of truth for its own sake, may be the most potent instru-/ ment of reconciliation and reconstruction. Thus we may help to lead the nations into amity and the prosperity which flows from long continued peace/ In the light of the discussion the C .S.S.R. was asked to revise its draft report and, in consultation with the Bureau of the Council, to amend slightly the wording of the resolutions.
A t the final meeting the resolutions as given below were adopted unanimously after Professor Niels Bohr had given his support, Professor Hill had quoted Sir Henry Dale as being cordially in favour, and Colonel Dianderas had approved the resolutions in the name of the Government, the Universities and the men of Science of Peru and more generally as a representative of South America.
The resolutions, as adopted, follow: i. The General Assembly of the International Council of Scientific Unions sees in the great powers for good or evil that research on nuclear energy has put at the disposal of mankind a supreme opportunity and occasion for a new international unity, to develop the benefits potential in nuclear energy and to avoid its misuse. The General Assembly strongly supports the efforts now being made under the auspices of the United Nations to attain this urgent goal, efforts in which the co-operation of representative men of science, so essential for success, is being officially given. The General Assembly urges that the present opportunity of eliminating war by the attainment of such a new international unity be grasped.
The General Assembly hopes that the attainment of an agreement on the application of nuclear energy may provide an important instance of international co-operation in economic and political matters. Extension of this would facilitate the promotion of the welfare of mankind, the judicious use of our natural resources, the removal of causes of dispute and the settling of difficulties arising from the con tinuous change of world conditions in consequence of scientific and technical advances.
2. The General Assembly is aware that nuclear energy is not unique among scientific advances in its possible effects for good or ill. Biological and biochemical warfare, for example, were not applied during the late conflict, but their potential menace may be as great as that of the atomic bom b: equally, the discoveries on which they depend could bring the greatest benefits to mankind.
The General Assembly is convinced that international security and welfare will be impossible if in any country in the future military secrecy is allowed to dominate scientific discovery or to prevent the frank discussion and open publication of scientific results. ' There can be no international control and no international co-operation which does not presuppose an international community of knowledge/ 3. The General Assembly of the International Council of Scientific Unions, in the name of the men of science of the nations represented, acknowledges the duty on the part of scientific workers (a) to maintain a spirit of frankness, honesty, integrity and co operation and to work for international understanding;
(b) to promote the development of science in the way most bene ficial to mankind and to exert their influence as far as possible to prevent its misuse; (c) to serve the community not only by their specialized work but by assisting so far as they are able in the education of the public in the purposes and achievements of science.
